The team of the Bulgarian Information and Nature Conservation Foundation (INCF) visited Kure
Mountains National Park, located on the west coast of The Black Sea. The experts became
acquainted with the unique natural and cultural attractions of the region, which could attract
thousands of tourists. The Kure Mountains Ecotourism Association organized a series of meetings
local communities, authority representatives, tourism entrepreneurs offering accommodation and
food around the Park and other interested parties. They were interested in learning about the
expertise of their Bulgarian colleagues in attracting tourists to regions with valuable nature as well
as interesting cultural traditions.

Mr. Erdogan Bektas - Governor of Kastamonu province, in which the Park is situated, met the
Bulgarian experts as well. He was accompanied by the mayors of two municipalities and the
deputy mayors of all settlements in the region, as well as by experts from the Turkish Ministry of
Forests and Environment and the Kure Mountains National Park Directorate. Mr. Bektas wanted to
know what the main ecotourism development achievements are, and whether the Bulgarian model
would be good and suitable for transferring to Turkey. Turkish participants of the meeting were
very interested to hear about the specialized tourism services offered in and around the Bulgarian
national parks, such as guided tours, bird and wild animal watching, mountain biking, rafting,
climbing, etc. An interesting point of discussion was the necessity for tourism infrastructure
development and interpretation of natural and cultural resources in the Turkish national parks. A
conclusion was made that studying the Bulgarian experience in eco and cultural tourism would be
beneficial for Turkey.
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